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Psalms 51:12
Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation; and uphold me with thy free spirit.
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Sunday, May 11, 2008
Sunday’s Message:  When the Unexpected One is the Chosen One: Chosen and Positioned for a time Such As This
Scripture: I Peter 2:6-10 
Key scripture: I Peter 2:9
Responsive Reading: Psalm 29:1-11
“The Lord will give strength unto his people; the Lord will bless his people with peace.” Psalm 29:11
 
“When the Unexpected One is the Chosen One: Chosen and Positioned for a time Such As This”
“But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people…” I Peter 2: 9a
I must admit to a guilty pleasure...reality TV.  However, amusing, there is also a lesson to be found.  Consider American Idol...each week millions watch with great hope to see who will be chosen to advance to the next week.  I wonder what goes through the mind of the contestants as they wait to hear their name called...nervousness, excitement, hope, fear, dread—and then the moment comes, the name is called. The chosen one is audibly and visually relieved and elated. On the other hand, the one not chosen is visibly disappointed and greatly saddened. 
What great importance we place on being chosen.  Yet God has chosen us for his very own and we reject or diminish the importance of being an elect of God by refusing to accept His will for our life. According to Merriam Webster’s Dictionary, to be chosen means “one who is selected or marked for special favor or special privilege; one who is the object of choice or divine favor.” What a true honor it is for God to look over all of his creation and chose you.  As we learn from the harlot Rahab in the book of Joshua chapters two and six, with being chosen comes a purpose.  Often through God’s favor upon our life we are able to spread the covering of God upon the lives of those around us...to our loved ones, family, and friends. Through a position of Godly favor, our blessing can reach generations to come impacting the lives of our children and their children.
Being chosen and the responsibility therein is not always an easy position, for God encouraged his chosen to be strong and of good courage.  But know that there is no safer place than under the will of God.  So proudly accept your chosen place and receive the favor that God has for you and yours...and let it overflow to others in your life. If you have not yet received Jesus Christ as your lord and savior, you are encouraged to do so today and begin living the life that was particularly marked and chosen just for you.  We rejoice with you and invite you to join us again...and bring a friend.
Love and grace,

Pastor Talisa Thomas-Hall
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Sunday, May 25, 2008
Youth Day!
Sunday Message: "Jesus is the Light" shared by Junior Trustee Dakwon Brown
Scripture: Acts 9:1-12

Key Scripture:  Matthew 19:14 “But Jesus said, suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: 

         for of such is the kingdom of heaven.”
Responsive Reading: Psalm 96
"Suffer Little Children…For of Such is the Kingdom of Heaven"
“Then were there brought unto him little children, that he should put [his] hands on them, and pray: and the disciples rebuked them. But Jesus said, Suffer little children, and forbid them not, to come unto me: for of such is the kingdom of heaven. And he laid [his] hands on them, and departed thence.”  

Matthew 19:13-15

What a wonderful God we serve.  In His Word he is ever careful to make provisions for all of His children…regardless of race, nationality, male or female, the elders and even the little ones. 

Today we learn from the example of Jesus Christ our savior and Lord, the importance of taking special time with our children.  How strange it may seem that in the scripture he uses the word ‘suffer’ in relation to taking time for the children.  Understanding that in this scenario the children were coming to Him as he was ministering to the adults, the adults in their desire to keep protocol and order would have removed the children but for Jesus.  

The word ‘suffer’ means to ‘tolerate or put up with’ or to ‘experience’. Truly some days it may seem that we tolerate the occasional cry or outburst or even the unexpected burst from the chairs and jaunts around the room in the middle of the sermon. But in the liberty of the child-like spirit we get to ‘experience’ freedom and pure love of God.

 Jesus in his wisdom instructed the adults that the little children have a place with Him and yes we are to ‘suffer’ them even in the house of God rather than deny them time with Jesus Christ.  So in FREE SPIRIT Restoration Temple we take joy in ‘suffering’ (experiencing) our little ones because we are blessed by their exuberance, and joy, and the innocence of their love and praise for Jesus.  May we all learn to set aside the weights of age and time and experience worshiping God in the purity of the spirit of a child…for such is the kingdom of heaven. Just run open armed and carefree into the bosom of Jesus…and rejoice. 

We pray that you have surrendered your life to Jesus Christ and we rejoice with you in your freedom and salvation.  Come again…and invite a friend.

Love and grace…
Pastor Talisa Thomas-Hall
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